THE CALL OF
GOD

Jesus went up into the hills and summoned
those he wanted. So they came to him and
he appointed twelve; they were to be his
companions and to be sent out to preach
with power to cast out devils.
(Mark 3: 13-15)

On the following day as John stood there again with two of his disciples, Jesus
passed, and John stared hard at him and said, ‘Look, there is the lamb of
God’. Hearing this, the two disciples followed Jesus. Jesus turned round, saw
them following and said, ‘What do you want?’ They answered, ‘Rabbi,’ –
which means Teacher – ‘where do you live?’ ‘Come and see’ he replied; so they
went and saw where he lived, and stayed with him the rest of that day. It was
about the tenth hour.
(John 1: 35-39

Yahweh said to Abraham, ’Leave your country, your family
and your father’s house, for the land I will show you. I will
make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name
so famous that it will be used as a blessing.
(Genesis 11:1-2)

The word of Yahweh was addressed to me, saying,
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you;
Before you came to birth I consecrated you;
I have appointed you as prophet to the nations’.
I said, ‘Ah, Lord Yahweh; look, I do not know how to speak; I am a child!’
But Yahweh replied,
‘Do not say, “I am a child”,
Go now to those whom I send you
and say whatever I command you.
Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to protect you –
It is Yahweh who speaks.
(Jeremiah 1:4-8)

Now Jesus was standing one day by the Lake of
Gennesarat, with the crowd pressing round him
listening to the word of God, when he caught
sight of two boats close to the bank. The
fishermen ahd gone out of them and were
washing their nets. He got into one of the boats –
it was Simon’s – and asked him to put out a little
from the shore. The he sat down and taught the
crowds from the boat.

When he had finished speaking he said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water and pay
out your nets for a catch’. ‘Master,’ Simon replied, ‘ we worked hard all night long
and caught nothing, but if you say so, I will pay out the nets.’ And when they had
done this they netted such a huge number of fish that their nets began to tear, so
they signalled to their companions in the other boat to come and help them; when
they came, they filled the two boats to sinking point.
When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of Jesus saying, ‘Leave me, Lord; I
am a sinful man’. For he and all his companions were completely overcome by the
catch they had made; so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were
Simon’s partners. But Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on it is men
you will catch’. Then, bringing their boats back to land, they left everything and
followed him.
(Luke 5:1-11)

The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying
in the sanctuary of Yahweh where the ark of God was, and
when Yahweh called, ‘Samuel! Samuel! He answered, ‘Here I
am’. Then he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I am since you called
me’. Eli said, ‘I did not call. Go back and lie down.’ So he went
and lay down. Once again, Yahweh called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!
Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am since you
called me.’ He replied, ‘I did not call you, my son; go back and
lie down………
Eli then understood that it was Yahweh who was calling the
boy.
Yahweh then came and stood by, calling as he had done before,
‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel answered, ‘Speak, Yahweh, your
servant is listening’.
(1 Samuel 3:3-11)

As Jesus was walking on from there he saw a man named Matthew sitting by
the customs house, and he said to him, ‘Follow me’. And he got up and
followed him.
(Matthew 9:9)

Elijah went into the cave and spent the night in it. Then the word of
Yahweh came to him saying,, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He
replied, ‘I am filled with jealous zeal for Yahweh Sabaoth, because
the sons of Israel have deserted you, broken down your altars and out
your prophets to the sword. I am the only one left, and they want to
kill me.’

Then Yahweh himself went by. There came a might wind, so strong it
tore the mountains and shattered the rocks before Yahweh. But
Yahweh was not in the wind. After the wind came an earthquake. But
Yahweh was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire.
But Yahweh was not in the fire. And after the fire came the sound of
the gentle breeze. And when Yahweh heard this, he covered his face
with his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.
(1 Kings 19: 9-13)

Are you listening for
the sound of God’s call
to you in the gentle
breezes of life?

